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hey have come once again—those spectacular colors of fall!  
Why is it that even though we know precisely what is going to 
happen to our trees and shrubs we are continually surprised and 
awed at the beauty of it all? 

The Bible tells us we are made in God’s image.  Does that mean 
that somehow God has a face, arms, hand, legs and feet like we 
do?  Or, does it mean that God has emotions like we do?  Does 
he like music?  Does he think things are funny?  Does he cry 
when we disappoint him or when we get hurt or tell a lie?   If we 
are made in his image does that mean that God laughs, for 
example?  Or when we look at the fall foliage and our jaws drop 
in awe does God smile and say to himself, “see?  Told you so!” 

Whether he has those things or feels those things will have to 
continue to be a wonder for us.  But we do know when we feel 
those things that God is with us.  How many of us have prayed a 
desperate prayer on our knees complete with tears and unspoken 
pleas and then stood up and knew very well we had been in the 
presence of the Almighty and our hearts were soothed. 

No, not our imagination.  No, not something we just made  up.  
No. . .definitely God sends his Holy Spirit to hold us and comfort 
us.  Not our imagination!  It is real!  Just like the beautiful trees 
changing from the vibrance and warmth of summer green to the 
exciting golds, reds, and browns of fall.  It is here in front of our 
eyes!  How does anyone with eyes that see deny that there is a 
God? 

          ~~Pt 



Talk, Vol. 48, No.  9                                                                                                         #                                                                  
                                                   November  2023 

Our Harvest Meal will be right after morning   worship services on   November12th.  
Come and praise God for the bounty of his blessings to us this year.  Share  an invitation 
with your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers.  All are welcome! 

Remember to bring your newly purchased socks for the homeless. Our Sock Drive will 
last through November 26th. Put them in the box at the front of the auditorium. 

We are also collecting money for the Angel Tree Program.  Instead of buying and 
wrapping the gifts ourselves we are just raising money and someone closer connected to 
the children will purchase the gifts. 

We have added to our list of “pinch hit” preachers.  Virgil Anderson brought the sermon 
for us last Sunday and did a wonderful job talking about faith and how nothing is too hard 
for God.  Good job, Virgil!  And thanks to all the men who preach for us.  Your faith 
shows, and it’s a wonderful thing. 

Please keep these folks in your prayers this month:  Tim Smith whose mother passed away 
on October 19th.  Joe     Mason for continued good health.  Jeannene and Derwood for 
continued good health.  The Caver and Elizabeth West     families who are confined at 
home due to health.  Marylean Warren to remain healthy enough to attend church.  Mary 
Parks had knee surgery this past week.  Tom Hawkins who had a spill in the bathroom  and 
got a few stitches in his head. 

To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything.                          ~~Thomas Merton 

Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to say your nightly prayer .                                  
                         ~~Maya 

Angelou 

Inside the November Talk: 
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   “THANKS SO MUCH!” 
© by pam thornton 

Well, it’s just something we rattle off when the situation calls for it, isn’t it?  We don’t 
think too much about it.  We just want to be polite and let the person know their   
effort was appreciated.  If we are trying to be really warm and appreciative we add the 
“so much” at the end. 

Where did we learn thanksgiving in the first place?  Of course, through our parents 
directly and through God indirectly.  Our parents taught us as toddlers to say ‘thank 
you’ when someone gave us a compliment or a piece of candy.  We did not know what 
it meant, but we did it because our parents told us to.  Hopefully, they knew about 
‘thank you’ because God taught them to be thankful.  Nevertheless, as we grew we 
learned how to be really thankful and why.  We learned it through our association and 
communication with God.  Our conversions were the beginning of that life long 
commitment to walk in God’s ways. 

But what if you’d never learned it.  What if just before the events that brought you to 
the beginning stages of your conversion something happened and you didn’t follow 
through?  On your way to church that  Sunday you had a car accident that completely 
derailed you.  Or, the Saturday night before you went out drinking with friends and 
woke up Sunday with a hangover and decided to forego church.  Or, the one person 
you counted on let you down so you decided the ‘saved’ life wasn’t for you.   

Who would you be?  What would you be?  What kind of life would you have created 
for yourself, and how would you have handled the trials you have been through in 
your life? 

I have thought about this.  I think I might be a divorced, bitter, sad woman who did 
not understand real love.  I’d probably have been a smoker too with, by this stage in 
life, the obligatory smoker’s cough. 

But you see, thank God, he cradled me in his great hands and guided me to a church 
when I left home and to a man  who would love me—warts and all— for my whole 
life.  God led me to a man who would teach me and learn with  me all the wonderful 
things about God, his word, his ways, and his people. 

Now, how do I say ‘thank you’ for a whole life lived in God’s loving shadow?  No, my 
life has not been ‘bumpless.’  There have been bumps in the road, but God gave  me 
the Holy Spirit, a partner, and a church family to help me through. 

When I think about how I might have turned out I thank God for the life he’s given me 
to live.  I will live my thank you with every breath I take, with every beat of my heart 
and with all my soul forever. 

I can’t help it.  I saw this in my file and   decided to print it again.  Thanks, Ella, 
you’re still teaching us! 

TEN WAYS TO EMBRACE 
SPIRITUAL SIMPLICITY 

Be grateful 
Notice the small things 
Be intentional 
Enjoy movement 
Sleep enough 
Say ‘I love you’  more 
Keep your house clean 
Eat at the table 
Be present 
Stop comparing. 

                    ~~Ella Hopkins 

Prisoners currently in our Ministry:  Jose Agosto, Michael Bell,  Terrance R. Boyd,  
Larry Duncan,  Glen T. Evans Sr.,   Michaellyn Hutchins,  Christopher Konkel,  Albert 
Lacy,  Derrick Lartdale,  Latrina Lewis,  Chris Love,  Scott Markel, Ralphonzo 
Martin, Bradley Mason,  Thomas McCarthy Sr.,  Leon Napier,  Lakiesha Phillips,  
Melvin Reardon Jr.,  Antonio Spates,  Thomas E. Stephens,  George Weaver, and 
Timothy Wilson. Also, for those released—Kenneth Anderson,  Nicholas Bowers, 
Greg Breville, Tony Campbell, Alfred Cleveland, Dean Dupont,  Leonardo Frazier, 
Emmanuel Gonzales,  Willard Hall, Tyrell Havergne, Keith Hume, Israel D. King, 
Juan Rentas, Mark Slayton,  Jewell Trischler. 
Remember to include these people in your prayers.  Pray that God will reach into their 
hearts and make them feel truly free. 

REGARDING THE FIRST THANKSGIVING   

The Mayflower set out across the Atlantic from Plymouth, England on September 6, 
1620.  It carried 102 passengers.  Two died and two were born along the way.  Only 55 
survived until the food festival in October.  Two English-speaking Indians, Samoset 
and Squanto taught the settlers to fish and farm this ‘new’ land.  Lobsters, clams, 
oysters, oatmeal or rice with raisins, salted fish stew, beef pottage, or Windsor beans 
was the usual fare.  The 90 Wampanong  Indians who arrived to share in the first feast 
brought five deer, ‘firewater’, cider, and beer to share.  No one had ever heard of 
pumpkin baked in a pie and cranberries were so bitter and tart that only animals would 
eat them.  Successful survival was partly due to good luck in finding carefully-
wrapped, well-preserved corn.  This had been secretly buried by Indians as a reserve 
supply.  The  Pscataway Indian nation sees Thanksgiving as a day of mourning.  They  
need special permission to visit their Indian Nation’s sacred burial ground.  There is 
little doubt that without the help and guidance of those Native  Americans the first 
settlers would not have survived at all. 

Schaun, George & 
Virgina.  American 

Holidays & Special  Days.   
Maryland Historical Press, 1986. 

  

Of 
interest... 



Talk, Vol. 48, No.  9                                                                                                         #                                                                  
                                                   November  2023 

   “THANKS SO MUCH!” 
© by pam thornton 

Well, it’s just something we rattle off when the situation calls for it, isn’t it?  We don’t 
think too much about it.  We just want to be polite and let the person know their   effort 
was appreciated.  If we are trying to be really warm and appreciative we add the “so 
much” at the end. 

Where did we learn thanksgiving in the first place?  Of course, through our parents 
directly and through God indirectly.  Our parents taught us as toddlers to say ‘thank you’ 
when someone gave us a compliment or a piece of candy.  We did not know what it 
meant, but we did it because our parents told us to.  Hopefully, they knew about ‘thank 
you’ because God taught them to be thankful.  Nevertheless, as we grew we learned how 
to be really thankful and why.  We learned it through our association and 
communication with God.  Our conversions were the beginning of that life long 
commitment to walk in God’s ways. 

But what if you’d never learned it.  What if just before the events that brought you to the 
beginning stages of your conversion something happened and you didn’t follow 
through?  On your way to church that  Sunday you had a car accident that completely 
derailed you.  Or, the Saturday night before you went out drinking with friends and 
woke up Sunday with a hangover and decided to forego church.  Or, the one person you 
counted on let you down so you decided the ‘saved’ life wasn’t for you.   

Who would you be?  What would you be?  What kind of life would you have created for 
yourself, and how would you have handled the trials you have been through in your 
life? 

I have thought about this.  I think I might be a divorced, bitter, sad woman who did not 
understand real love.  I’d probably have been a smoker too with, by this stage in life, the 
obligatory smoker’s cough. 

But you see, thank God, he cradled me in his great hands and guided me to a church 
when I left home and to a man  who would love me—warts and all— for my whole life.  
God led me to a man who would teach me and learn with  me all the wonderful things 
about God, his word, his ways, and his people. 

Now, how do I say ‘thank you’ for a whole life lived in God’s loving shadow?  No, my 
life has not been ‘bumpless.’  There have been bumps in the road, but God gave  me the 
Holy Spirit, a partner, and a church family to help me through. 

When I think about how I might have turned out I thank God for the life he’s given me 
to live.  I will live my thank you with every breath I take, with every beat of my heart 
and with all my soul forever. 

I can’t help it.  I saw this in my file and   decided to print it again.  Thanks, Ella, you’re 
still teaching us! 

TEN WAYS TO EMBRACE 
SPIRITUAL SIMPLICITY 

Be grateful 
Notice the small things 
Be intentional 
Enjoy movement 
Sleep enough 
Say ‘I love you’  more 
Keep your house clean 
Eat at the table 
Be present 
Stop comparing. 

                    ~~Ella Hopkins 

Prisoners currently in our Ministry:  Jose Agosto, Michael Bell,  Terrance R. Boyd,  
Larry Duncan,  Glen T. Evans Sr.,   Michaellyn Hutchins,  Christopher Konkel,  Albert 
Lacy,  Derrick Lartdale,  Latrina Lewis,  Chris Love,  Scott Markel, Ralphonzo Martin, 
Bradley Mason,  Thomas McCarthy Sr.,  Leon Napier,  Lakiesha Phillips,  Melvin 
Reardon Jr.,  Antonio Spates,  Thomas E. Stephens,  George Weaver, and Timothy 
Wilson. Also, for those released—Kenneth Anderson,  Nicholas Bowers, Greg Breville, 
Tony Campbell, Alfred Cleveland, Dean Dupont,  Leonardo Frazier, Emmanuel 
Gonzales,  Willard Hall, Tyrell Havergne, Keith Hume, Israel D. King, Juan Rentas, 
Mark Slayton,  Jewell Trischler. 
Remember to include these people in your prayers.  Pray that God will reach into their 
hearts and make them feel truly free. 

REGARDING THE FIRST THANKSGIVING   

The Mayflower set out across the Atlantic from Plymouth, England on September 6, 
1620.  It carried 102 passengers.  Two died and two were born along the way.  Only 55 
survived until the food festival in October.  Two English-speaking Indians, Samoset and 
Squanto taught the settlers to fish and farm this ‘new’ land.  Lobsters, clams, oysters, 
oatmeal or rice with raisins, salted fish stew, beef pottage, or Windsor beans was the 
usual fare.  The 90 Wampanong  Indians who arrived to share in the first feast brought 
five deer, ‘firewater’, cider, and beer to share.  No one had ever heard of pumpkin baked 
in a pie and cranberries were so bitter and tart that only animals would eat them.  
Successful survival was partly due to good luck in finding carefully-wrapped, well-
preserved corn.  This had been secretly buried by Indians as a reserve supply.  The  
Pscataway Indian nation sees Thanksgiving as a day of mourning.  They  need special 
permission to visit their Indian Nation’s sacred burial ground.  There is little doubt that 
without the help and guidance of those Native  Americans the first settlers would not 
have survived at all. 

Schaun, George & 
Virgina.  American 

Holidays & Special  Days.   
Maryland Historical Press, 1986. 

  



Talk, Vol. 48, No.  9                                                                                                         #                                                                  
                                                   November  2023 

Hope 
It’s  hard to have hope these days with the sad news of war and global warming and 
vicious crimes being reported on the news every day.  But hope is one of the most 
powerful human mindsets and it can be taught and nurtured.  Hope is the belief or the 
expectation that the future can be better and that we have the capacity to pursue that 
future.  People  with hope have fewer chronic health problems, are less likely to be 
depressed, have stronger social support, and tend to live longer. 
Give  yourself permission to be  hopeful.  Create excitement and ambition sort of like 

creating a ‘self-fulfilling prophecy. 
Set one meaningful goal.  Make sure you think about and plan out a way to meet your 

goal. It should be something you want to do, not something  you have to do. 
Brainstorm solutions.  Sit down with pen and paper and brainstorm how to make it 

happen. 
Call your support team.  Get enough sleep, eat right.  If you get stymied call a support 

person. 
Seek out success stories.  Read about folks who have done what you  want to do.  See 

what their path entailed. 
Tap into your imagination.  Spend  time thinking about your goal, reflecting on what 

you have done it towards this week, and see what progress you’ve made. 

Give  yourself time for prayer and enlist the aid of the Holy Spirit in achieving your 
goal, and don’t give up easily. 

Read the complete article on line: 
time.com/6327444/how-to-be-more-hopeful/ 

On Wednesday night we have just launched a very interesting study of Nehemiah who 
was a very cool guy and a steadfast man of God!  Come join us—the learning is fun. 

F.Y.I. 
Healthspot... 

For Kids Only... 
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       Cheesy Corn Casserole 

2 tablespoons unsalted butter, plus more for baking 
1 medium jalapeño chopped, seeded if desired 
2 medium cloves, finely chopped 
2 15-oz, cans whole kernel corn, drained 
8 oz. cream cheese 
3/4 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
3/4 cup shredded Parmesan  cheese, divided 
Salt and pepper 
1/2 cup bread crumbs, fresh or dried 
1/2 cup roughly chopped tender fresh herbs such as thyme, sage or parsley, green onions or chives 

Using middle rack of oven preheat to 375°F & butter a 13x9-inch baking dish.   

Melt 2 tablespoons unsalted butter in saucepan over medium, heat.  Add 1 jalapeño, finely chopped & 2 cloves 
garlic, finely chopped & cook until fragrant & just starting to soften, about 5 minutes.  Add two 15-oz. cans whole-
kernel corn, drained, 8-oz. shredded cheddar cheese & ¼ cup finely shredded Parmesan cheese.  Stir until cheese is 
melted & corn is well coated—two to three minutes.  Season with salt & pepper. 

Pour corn mixture into prepared baking dish. Top with ½ cup breadcrumbs (fresh or dried), ½ cup finely shredded 
Parmesan cheese, and ½ cup roughly chopped tender fresh herbs such as thyme, sage, or parsley. Bake corn 
casserole until cheese is melted and bubbling & the breadcrumbs are a crispy golden brown, about 15 minutes. 
Garnish with more roughly chopped tender herbs & green onions or chives, sliced, (if using). 

Do ahead: Corn casserole can be assembled without topping up to 3 days ahead of time. Cover casserole dish with a 
lid or wrap tightly in plastic wrap and refrigerate.  

https://www.bonappetit.com/recipe/corn-casserole 

December 

5-Agnes Lucas 
8-Kip Thornton 
9-Mary Parks 
10-Elizabeth West   
11-Timothy Mitchell 
15-Annie Stacey 
20-Lillie Dawson 

Hope you have the    happiest birthday ever and that your special day is awesome from 
dawn  to dusk! 

I am grateful for what I am and have. My thanksgiving is perpetual.     – Henry David Thoreau 

Gratitude is a quality similar to electricity: It must be produced and discharged and used 
up in order to exist at all.            –William Faulkner 

Be present in all things and thankful for all things.   – Maya Angelou 

Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is 
good; his love endures forever.                                           

—Jeremiah 33:11 

gOur mission:  to love like Jesus, to serve like Jesus and to teach others to do the sameh 

Recipe... Birthday
s... 

Good 
News... 
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